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illustrated. 1883 Excerpt: ... to the other eruptive fevers, but the intense lumbar pain which
accompanies these symptoms in small-pox is rarely found in the other diseases. In some cases
of small-pox the pain in the back is not so pronounced, and its absence does not exclude the
possibility of that disease. The duration of the initial stage is a point for consideration; in
small-pox it is from two to four days; in measles, four to five; in scarlatina, one day; in febrile
lichen the eruption appears on the second day; varicella can scarcely be said to have any
prodroma. The presence of catarrhal symptoms--redness of the conjunctivas, burning, smarting
pain in the eyes, sneezing and coughing, and known exposure are in favor of measles; the
temperature of the initial stage of measles is not so high as in variola--is seldom above 1020 to
1040 F. The early appearance of throat symptoms, the strawberry tongue, and a diffuse
eruption showing itself on the second day, favors scarlatina. In the initial stage, the symptoms
of greatest diagnostic significance in favor of small-pox are obstinate nausea and vomiting, the
intense pain in the lumbar and sacral regions, and a temperature of 1040 to 1060 F. These,
with the other symptoms and a known exposure to contagion, should put us on our guard. A
positive opinion, however, is not to be given until the characteristic eruption is established.
The eruption of variola appears on the third day, consists of small red spots or macules, seen
first about the mouth, nose, and chin, and at the same time on the fronts of the wrists and
forearms. In twelve to twentyfour hours papules are formed; these change to vesicles, in which
the central depression or umbilication is seen. In measles the eruption is first seen on the
forehead and about the temples, extends...
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